
Ministries and Agencies in GENE
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

Ministry of Education (MoE)

Finnish National Agency for Education (EDUFI)
(formerly the Finnish National Board of Education)

Participating in GENE since 2003.

Other ministries and agencies in GE
The Ministry of the Environment

The Ministry of Social Affairs and Health

The National Commission on Sustainable Development

Civil society and youth platforms
Fingo (NGDO platform) Global Education and Global Citizenship 
Education

Fingo hosts the EU-funded project Bridge 47, which is focused 
on Global Citizenship Education

Finnish Nation Youth Council Allianssi

Global Education documents
Global Education National Strategy (2010)

The Espoo Finland Conclusions on the Education of Global Citizens 
(2014) (FNBE, GENE)

Becoming a Global Citizen (2011) (FNBE, GENE)

GENE Peer Review
Global Education in Finland, 2004 

Concepts and definitions
Global Education Strategy 2010:

In this programme, global education means activity which guides 
towards individual global responsibility and communal global 
responsibility; the ethic of a world citizen, which in turn is founded in 
fairness and respect of human rights supports growth into a critical and 
media-critical citizen with knowledge and skills to act successfully as 
part of one’s own community in a globalising  world promotes national 
and international interaction, inter-cultural dialogue and learning from 
one another; global education is a process helping us understand and 
appreciate difference and different cultures and make choices that 
promote development helps to see the earth as an entity with limited 
resources, where one must learn both to economise resources and to 
share them fairly, equitably and equally increases knowledge and skills 
which help us understand the ever globalising economy and influence 
the rapidly changing economy and its social and cultural ramifications 
enhances initiative rising from an individual aspiration to work for a 
better world and from hope of its realisation, and comprises human 
rights education, equality education, peace education, media education, 
intercultural understanding, questions relating to development and 
equity, and education for sustainable development.

Other concepts: Global Citizenship Education

GE specific budget 
Global Education funding (MFA)
2018: 5 000 000 Euro
2017: 5 000 000 Euro

Source: The State of Global Education 2019

Overall ODA budget 
2021: 1,245 MEUR 
2020: 1,082 MEUR
2019: 989 MEUR
Source: um.fi/development-cooperation-appropriations

GE in formal education
Key curriculum body: Finnish National Agency for Education (EDUFI)

Education is human rights based, Global Education and UN 
Sustainable Development Goals are included in the curricula for 
general education at all levels.

“Basic education lays the foundation for global citizenship that respects 
human rights and encourages the pupils to act for positive change. 
Global education as part of basic education contributes to creating 
preconditions for fair and sustainable development in line with UN 
development goals.” 

The school culture promotes a whole school approach to sustainable 
development.

“General upper secondary education encourages responsible agency as 
well as engagement in international cooperation and global citizenship 
in keeping with the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.”

Curriculum for general upper secondary schools in a nutshell 
(MoE 2020)

Key network UNESCO ASPnet schools

GENE Peer Review report, 2004 - chapter 4

GE in nonformal education  
Fingo 

Bridge47

Världsskolan Global School 

EU Presidency Last / Next
2006 / 2019

Global Education Profile – FINLAND

Co-funded by the 
European Union

https://um.fi/support-for-civil-society-organisations-communications-and-global-education-projects
https://minedu.fi/etusivu
https://www.oph.fi/en
https://fingo.fi/?s=Global+Education+and+Global+Citizenship+Education 
https://fingo.fi/?s=Global+Education+and+Global+Citizenship+Education 
https://www.bridge47.org/index.php/global-citizenship
https://www.alli.fi/en/general-information-youth-work-finland
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/79503/opm12.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.gene.eu/s/Finland-Espoo-conclusions.pdf
https://www.gene.eu/s/Finland-Becoming-a-Global-Citizen.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f6decace4ff425352eddb4a/t/5fd7acf1b59abd1fb7156c49/1607970037052/Finland.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f6decace4ff425352eddb4a/t/5fd7acf1b59abd1fb7156c49/1607970037052/Finland.pdf
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/79503/opm12.pdf?sequence=1
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f6decace4ff425352eddb4a/t/5fc40cf96457125654ba5954/1606683902082/SOGE-2019-web-version+%282%29.pdf
https://um.fi/development-cooperation-appropriations
https://www.oph.fi/en
https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-publications/publications/core-curriculum-general-upper-secondary-schools-nutshell
https://www.oph.fi/en/unesco-associated-schools-network-aspnet
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f6decace4ff425352eddb4a/t/5fd7acf1b59abd1fb7156c49/1607970037052/Finland.pdf
https://www.fingo.fi/english
https://www.bridge47.org/
https://maailmankoulu.fi/svenska/
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Helping people in
developing
countries is
important

Tackling poverty
should be one of

the main priorities
of the EU

Tackling poverty
should be one of

the main priorities
of own government

Tackling poverty
should NOT be one

of the main
priorities of own

government

Tackling poverty is
in EU's own

interest

Providing aid
contributes to a

more peaceful and
fair world

Aid is an effective
way to address

irregular migration

Aid is an effective
way to reduce
inequalities in

recipient countries

Country's own aid
should increase

Country's own aid
should stay the

same

Country's own aid
should decrease

Peace and security Education Economic growth
and employment

Water and
sanitation

Health

Public opinion and ODA: Finland and GENE

Finland (FI) GENE average

GE in other sectors   
Global Education Research in Finland, Lehtomäki, E., & Rajala, A. 
(2020). Global Education Research in Finland. In D. Bourn (Ed.), The 
Bloomsbury Handbook of Global Education and Learning (pp. 105-
120). (Bloomsbury Handbooks). Bloomsbury Academic.

GE in initial teacher education 
Oulu university Global Education teacher training (EDGE) 

Educational resources on GE 
Learning In, About and For Development Partnerships Handbook 

Schools Reaching Out to a Global World Handbook 

Transformer 2030 Handbook (in Finnish) 

Agenda 2030 
Agenda 2030 (MFA web content)

Public Opinion on issues related to GE
Public opinion and ODA: 
Finland and GENE

Finland (FI) 
GENE average

Global Education Profile – FINLAND

Co-funded by the 
European Union

Source: Special Eurobarometer 494: EU citizens and development cooperation
https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets/s2252_91_5_494_eng?locale=en

https://researchportal.helsinki.fi/en/publications/global-education-research-in-finland
https://www.oulu.fi/edu/node/48746
https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-publications/publications/learning-about-and-development-partnerships
https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-publications/publications/schools-reaching-out-global-world
https://www.globaalikasvatus.fi/verkosto/tukea-opetukseen/transformer-2030-hanke
https://um.fi/agenda-2030-sustainable-development-goals

