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As part of a cooperation agreement between the Global Education Network Europe (GENE) and the
Institute of Educational Policy of the Greek Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, a series of
online teacher education seminars on Global Education were planned for late 2021 and early 2022.
The initial seminar took place online on Monday 20 December 2021, with over 1300 teachers in
attendance. This short report offers an overview of the session.

 

Introduction to Global Education



Official Opening 
Dr. Georgia Fermeli of the Greek Institute of Educational Policy (IEP) welcomed the IEP’s President, Dr. Ioannis Antoniou, the
Director of the Global Education Network Europe (GENE), Mr. Liam Wegimont, the Head of the Directorate of European and
International Affairs of the Greek Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, Mrs. Vasiliki Makri, and all the participants to the
first introductory webinar of the series of webinars on Global Education. She then invited Dr. Antoniou, Mr. Wegimont and Mrs.
Makri to offer their opening remarks on behalf of their respective institutions. 

REPORT FROM TEACHER EDUCATION SEMINAR - GREECE2

Liam Wegimont welcomed everyone on behalf of GENE
and expressed his gratitude for everyone’s presence at
the webinar. He then thanked the Greek Ministry of
Education and the Institute for Educational Policy for
inviting GENE to lead this training before offering his
welcoming remarks. He spoke about the sacred and
fundamental role of the teacher in human  societies
across time. He specifically spoke about the teachers’
role in helping their students develop the possibilities
that lie within them.  Mr. Wegimont stated:       .

Dr. Antoniou welcomed everyone to the webinar and
proceeded to speak about the established partnership
between the IEP and GENE, specifically citing their
collaboration around policy design and the collection
and sharing of data that informs Greece’s six-monthly
reports on Global Education which are presented at
GENE’s Roundtables. Dr. Antoniou mentioned that the
latest 45th Roundtable, brought together
representatives from over 50 ministries and agencies,
and focused on the process of creating a new
declaration for Global Education in Europe to 2050 that
focuses on current key issues such as climate change. 

This process, he continued to say, offers stakeholders
the opportunity to discuss existing policies and
practices and see how this new declaration can be
jointly created. The IEP contributed to this process by
providing updates and information regarding
educational reforms and best practices that have taken
place in Greece, including its new skills-building
experiential workshops programme, the introduction of
English language lessons at the pre-primary level, new
curricula, actions for the educational support of children
of refugee background and Roma children, as well as
the actions for the enhancement of special education
schools. 

Finally, Dr. Antoniou expressed how honoured they feel
at his institution to have received the GENE Global
Education Award for their 21st century skills-building
experiential workshops and national recognition for two
other programmes that they have implemented,
namely, the Open Schools for Open Societies and the
pilot programme for introducing English language at the
kindergarten level. Dr. Antoniou concluded by thanking
GENE for leading this webinar series that aims towards
the professional development of educators in Greece. 

Finally, Dr. Fermeli invited Mrs. Makri to offer her
welcoming remarks on behalf of the Greek Ministry of
Education. Mrs. Makri expressed her joy and honour to
be addressing the participants of this webinar that
results from the very fruitful collaboration between the
organising institutions. After briefly explaining GENE’s
main scope of work, she described how the Greek
Ministry of Education actively collaborates with GENE to
promote Global Education through the exchange of best
practices and educational policies and priorities at a
national, European and international level.

“As teachers, we need to  provide our

students with the ability to understand the

world as it is, and to imagine the world as it

might be – a world of greater justice for all,

of greater sustainability, of openness to

others and of care for each other and for the

earth – that is at the core of what it means

to be a good teacher. It is also at the heart of

Global Education”. 

Mr. Wegimont concluded with his wishes for a good
session and a prosperous new year. 



Mrs. Kerstin Wittig Ferguson introduced GENE and its work and gave an overview of its mission and activities. She then
proceeded to present the participants with an introduction to Global Education. After presenting the definition from the
Maastricht declaration she invited participants to offer their answer to the following question via Mentimeter: What is Global
Education based on your previous experience / knowledge?     

Webinar Summary
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She expressed that modern day global and complex
issues have made it essential for our students to acquire
the necessary knowledge and skills to become active and
responsible citizens of our global society.  Education is
the key, she said, that opens people’s horizons and
guides them in the best way possible towards change for
improvement. 

During this webinar she concluded, participants will have
the opportunity to learn about the policies driving global
citizenship education and hear about the research and
practices that have been implemented in this field over
the last few years. Echoing Dr. Antoniou, she mentioned
that it was a great honour for Greece to receive GENE’s
Global Education Award for their project. 

Finally, she wished everyone to enjoy the webinar, which
as she explained is an important part of the systematic
collective effort for the professional development of the
Greek community of educators who seek to highlight the
vision of the global active citizen. Concluding, Mrs. Makri
said that the Greek Ministry of Education seeks to see
the country’s students of today, develop into the
democratic global citizens of tomorrow, who respect
humans and nature alike, advocate for securing human
values, safeguard human rights and who actively
participate in society. 

Dr. Fermeli thanked Dr. Antoniou, Mr. Wegimont and
Mrs. Makri for their remarks and introduced the trainer
for the session, Mrs. Kerstin Wittig Ferguson.
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active 
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The top answers characterise Global Education as the
education that looks towards or is characterised by
essential themes such as: 

Following this activity, Kerstin continued the webinar and
explained how GE can be met horizontally, in an inter-
disciplinary approach, across all school subjects.
Furthermore, she described how GE can contribute
towards improving the educational culture of each place.
She then continued to list the major stakeholders in the
area of GE in each place and presented the very
successful programme that took place in Greece that
received GENE’s Global Education Award. This concluded
the presentation. 

Participants were then asked to respond to a poll with
the following question:
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Can  you  share  one  thing  you are  doing  in  Global
Education at your school

Kerstin thanked the participants for their inputs and
continued to introduce the many facets of Global
Education (GE). She then described GE as a holistic
educational approach and discussed its various
principles. Moreover, she presented how GE can be
understood as a pedagogical answer to many global
challenges before describing what must not be
understood as GE. In the next step, Kerstin described
how GE is met in the context of typical education settings
and how it is also included in the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals. Participants were then
invited back to Mentimeter to provide answers to the
following two questions: 

Participants mentioned actions related to inclusive
education, learning communities, recycling and
environmental projects, volunteerism, activities
promoting human rights, global citizenship education, e-
twinning programmes, actions promoting the rights of
the child, sustainable development economies,
participation in the country’s youth parliament
programme, eco-schools and more. 

How did you like the webinar: please rate 1-10 
(10 being the highest)

Answers included activities for inclusive education,
communicating and collaborating with schools from
other countries, having volunteer actions, organising
experiential activities and workshops, educational
community trainings, awareness campaigns, Erasmus
exchanges and projects, organising common activities
with other schools, community engagement projects,
education for environmental sustainability and more. 

What would be the one thing you could do in your
school to further integrate Global Education



I learned that there are more people in the
area of education that share the same
concerns and ideology with me. 

That the traits of the global citizen can be
developed through all different school subjects. 

It was important to see all the different types
of education that are under the umbrella of
the term GE. 

That GE opens the sight of people to the
world realities in ways that people gain
access to good quality education.

What was very important to see is the interest
of the Greek educators towards education
and the value that they give to concepts like
that of the global citizen, solidarity, and
inclusive education.

That global education is not only about global
issues and problems, but it is about finding
holistic solutions and envision a common
future with good standards of living for all. 

Learning about GENE and more ways to
deliver quality education at our kindergarten,
where we are already basing our lessons on
the 17 SDGs. 

I learned about the existence of GENE and the
various opportunities that are available and
possible to happen in my school. 

The collaboration of different stakeholders for
the design of educational policies.

Acknowledging the role of the civil society.

That Global Education is not only related to
policy. 

The useful information about global
education.

The number of different stakeholders involved
with GE.

Better understanding the terms of GE and
Global Citizenship Education. 

Understanding what GE is and how it is
practically seen in schools.

That education holds an important role for
equality and solidarity. 

That GE can be an approach across all school
subjects. 

That GE annuls all borders and makes us
citizens of the world. 

Many participants commented that they liked
the Mentimeter activities and the interactive
elements of the presentation. 

GENE and its role. 

The most important learning was that there are
common educational goals across all European
countries. It would however been more
beneficial if we were to have some information
regarding GE assessment and effectiveness. 

That GE is beyond politics and governments. 

That education today is far beyond the local
and it is more related with the global.
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What is your key learning from this webinar? (participants were asked to respond by  using the chat function in zoom platform.) 



The most important learning is the systemic,
multifaceted, organized effort for achieving the
vision of GE. 

That GE encompasses all forms of citizenship
education including development education,
human rights education, education for
sustainability, equality and intercultural
education.

It becomes evident that Greek educators
promote and integrate GE in the everyday 
work through their actions and the 
experiential learning workshops. 

It was important to know about the participation
of many different institutions in the shaping of
GE. It is also important to contemplate on the
necessity of the preparation of students to
assume responsibility and take actions on 
issues relating to GE. 

It would be very nice to see and learn more
about the examples of GE that were
mentioned. 

That education is a public good.
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General questions from the participants: 

Will the PowerPoint presentation be available to the
participants? 

Will the recording of the webinar be available to the
participants?

A comment made by a participant is that they would
have been more satisfied if the webinars were taking
place during their work hours.

The webinar has been recorded and it is available here.
Passcode: fL!q4INq 

How to watch the recording of this webinar 

I learned what GENE is, and that there are
many actions that need to be taken for Greek
schools to respond to the goals of GE.

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/q_qE3KM2f2zOS5K__6S6-%20ELr5woM7MS7tjUknkEe4ydyoEwctiQYw9bKonpZrA-g.4oD2gvlZ-yaPaFQ4


The work of the Global Education Network Europe (GENE) is funded by the European Union, and by the following ministries and agencies: Austrian Development Agency
and the Ministry of Education, Science and Research, Austria; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, Belgium; Ministry of Education,
Culture Sport and Youth,Cyprus; Czech Development Agency and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Estonia; Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, Finland ; Agence Française de Développement and the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, France; Engagement Global, with funding from the Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and Development,Germany; Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ireland; Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, Luxembourg;
Ministry of Education and Employment, Malta; Ministry of Education, Montenegro; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Camões – Institute for Cooperation and Language,
Portugal; Slovak Agency for International Development Cooperation,Slovakia; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia.


